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To subscribe to the newsletter: please subscribe to the form on the project web site
https://www.sustainabletourismiran.eu/sustainable-tourism-iran-contact-us/

Join our newsletter!

We'll keep you in the loop with our latest news
and events.

Promoting Responsible Tourism for Heritage Protection and
Sustainable Development

Newsletter Edition 2 - May 2020

The project aims to improve the capacity of local development actors to
promote and manage responsible tourism as a resource for protecting
. L . Co-funded by
cultural heritage, thus contributing to employment generation and .
. the European Union
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND sustainable development.

HERITACE PROTECTION

EC-Iran Responsible Tourism May 2020 Newsletter (February to April)

Co-funded by DEVCO (European Commission Directorate-General for International Cooperation and
Development) with a view to supporting local development and expanding economic opportunities
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the “Promoting Responsible Tourism for Heritage Protection and
Sustainable Development” project aims to improve the capacity of local development actors to
promote and manage responsible tourism as a resource for protecting cultural heritage, thus
contributing to employment generation and sustainable development.

This newsletter is a quarterly brief to share, with Action participants, the news, events and activities
related to tourism and cultural heritage promotion in the Islamic Republic of Iran, activities being

implemented by partners as part of the DEVCO co-funded Action and news of interest from across
the world.

Activities implemented from February to April 2020 along with photographs
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Sustainable Tourism: An interview with The Italian Ambassador

In the project "Promoting Responsible Tourism for the Protection of Cultural Heritage and
Sustainable Development"”, Dr. Hossein Kashiri, CEO of Marefat Pardis Toos Institute had an
interview with Mr. Giuseppe Perrone, Ambassador of Italy to Iran. Mr. Perrone considered cultural
and scientific cooperation as one of the main drives in bilateral relations between the two countries,
which has been effective in the fields of science, humanities and arts through the centuries, and is a
common heritage that binds people closely. Today Italy and Iran, as the heirs of two great
civilizations, are responsible for preserving this rich heritage, developing scientific-cultural ties and
promoting deep people's relations with each other. In the past few months, the Italian Embassy in
Tehran has promoted a comprehensive program of activities and events ranging from visual arts
(with our project on street art by the name of “Urban Art Unites”), to cinema, architecture and
design, archeology and cultural heritage. The goal is to enhance mutual knowledge and build even
stronger cultural bridges between our Countries, he said.

He added the new coronavirus pandemic, and the consequent sudden stop of international and
domestic travel, dealt a heavy blow to the world tourism industry especially Italy, which is one of the
world's major tourist destinations. Nevertheless, Italian entrepreneurs have tried to find innovative
ways to re-host international visitors in full respect of health protocols. The outbreak of this disease
did not prevent us from pursuing our goals, and thanks to IT tools and social media platforms, we
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adapted to the new circumstances and changed our working methods to be able to meet a growing
demand for economic, cultural and scientific cooperation, he mentioned.

In response to Dr. Kashiri on the concept of sustainable tourism, the Italian ambassador described it
as a way to organize the tourism industry around three core principles: protecting the local
environment from the negative ecological impact of mass tourism; promoting cultural heritage while
respecting local identities and customs; training local communities, especially in rural areas, by
empowering them to transform tourism into a sustainable source of jobs and income. Environment
protection, reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and sustainable development are also some of
the priorities of the UNFCCC of which the UK and Italy will co-chair the Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in 2021. He added that sustainable tourism cannot exist or thrive in an insecure and
unstable international environment. Because no steady touristic flows can coexist with international
insecurity and a stable and peaceful international context enables Governments to redirect
resources from the defense industry towards areas that directly affect the well-being of the people
such as promoting a green and sustainable economy. Regarding the results of cooperation between
the two countries’ institutions, he noted that Italy and Iran are bound by a strong friendship and by a
shared commitment to cooperation in order to tackle current challenges, such as the Covid-19
outbreak, but also to bolster our cultural relations and revive our economic and commercial
partnership.

“The Urban Art” aims to build bridge between Iran-Italy

The "Urban Art Unites" project was unveiled in the presence of
Giuseppe Perrone, the Italian Ambassador to Iran. The first part of
the project started in September 2019 and it will be completed
within a year by September 2020. Every 2 months, 2 works of art
by Iranian and ltalian artists will be displayed on the outer wall of
the embassy to illustrate the closeness of Iranian and lItalian
culture.

This project aims to enhance cultural relations between Iran and
Italy, providing opportunities for the creation of collaborative
works, promoting creative bilateral artistic exchange and raising
social awareness on the importance of beautification in urban
spaces.

An analysis of Tourism Industry and Coronavirus Outbreak

Dr. Mojgan Sabet Teymouri

How to compensate the damage for the tourism industry? Regarding the current global situation,
the following strategies can be used:Localization of successful crisis management methods; Holding
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think tanks in the presence of union leaders
and private sector managers; Establishment
of a fund to support tourism activists.

By estimating each sector of the tourism
industry direct and indirect damages and
aggregating the cases, the amount of the
total damage can be reached. As a result,
for accurate financial calculation and
planning, estimating and announcing the
actual statistics of the following cases is

required: Number of active units; Number

of active employees; Ranking various tourism units (accommodation, catering, public and private
airlines, etc. ). Related occupations to this industry, such as agricultural and food products, should
also be considered in the estimates as well. This requires experts and specialists form integrated
working groups to finalize the documents.

One suggestion for the post-crisis situation is to develop a travel calendar for specific social groups
such as retirees considering environmental protection and civil rights. During this period, it is
essential to identify tourism routes and introduce them to the public for planning and managing
tourism destinations as well as optimizing tourism infrastructure . After standardization of related
union units, training tourism activists is a vital factor of optimizations even virtually. Therefore, The
development of e-learning in the tourism industry is another measure.

To subscribe to the newsletter: please subscribe to the form on the project web site
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Join our newsletter!
We'll keep you in the loop with our latest news
and events.

The project aims to improve the capacity of local development actors to
promote and manage responsible tourism as a resource for protecting
cultural heritage, thus contributing to employment generation and

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND sustainable development.
HERITAGCE PROTECTION

Co-funded by
the European Union

B = sape ilgs 5}’."%&';:& @ f_‘}é\ 6}-\1—
& ibaca om0 QY
Atlantide &Y __ heoos FLANchel AND


https://www.sustainabletourismiran.eu/sustainable-tourism-iran-contact-us/
https://www.sustainabletourismiran.eu/sustainable-tourism-iran-contact-us/

